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Hello Rocky Mountain Ballet Theatre. What an exciting
time it is for all of you and for our great state! I wish I
could be with all of you for the world premiere of
"MONTANA, A Cowboy Christmas." This premiere is a
great opportunity for folks in the Big Sky state to see what
the rest of the world will see at the 2008 Olympics in
Beijing.
I'm so pleased that my good friend Ambassador Zhou
invited you all to participate in this historic event. The
Olympics are a great opportunity to show the world all that
our great state has to offer.
I know that many folks have worked tirelessly for more
than a year to get the production ready. I commend all of
you - the dancers, musicians, composers, choreographers,
crew, sponsor and many other folks behind the scenes for
their hard work in making this possible. I want to especially
acknowledge Charlene, your artistic director, for all she has
done. Her dedication is what helped make this a reality.
Congratulations! I know it takes a lot of folks to pull
something like this off and I commend all of you who
played a role.
I'm thrilled that one of the results of my Economic
Development Summit in Butte was the partnership that
formed between all of you and Visa. You know, this is a
prime example of what I wanted to accomplish with my
Summits. To bring folks together, in the same place, to
work together. A national corporation saw first hand our
home-grown talent and threw its support behind you.
I
I'm so proud of all of you and I'm proud that Visa
recognized all that you have to offer on the world stage.
Congratulations again on the premiere. I know there's still
a lot of hard work ahead of you but I know it's going to be
great.
I hope to see you all soon.
All the best.
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